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Outline of the Information Disclosure System of the Teshima Wastes Treatment Project
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Abstract

From the early 1980’s to 1990, enormous industrial wastes including shredded waste such as
waste plastics, waste oils, sludge, etc. were transported to, and illegally dumped or burned in the
open at the disposal site located at the west end of Teshima Island (Tonosho-cho, Kagawa Prefec-
ture). The settlement plan that was finally agreed upon in 2000 proclaims the basic policy based on
the concept of “Co-creation” to establish a model recycling-oriented social system by implementing a
melting process. Between 2000 and 2002, provisional measures for environmental conservation, in-
cluding building of the impervious wall and the wastewater treatment plant were implemented at the
Teshima disposal site, in order to prevent the spread of pollution to surrounding such as Seto Inland
Sea. Subsequently, in 2003, the project was launched, to transport such illegally dumped wastes to
Naoshima Island (Naoshima-cho, Kagawa Prefecture) by sea in a waste transfer-dedicated vessel, and
to melt them at the treatment plant. The molten slag is recycled into concrete aggregate after collect
of precious metals. In carrying out this project, the basic policy “All related information shall be dis-
closed targeting information-sharing” was framed. Accordingly, in order to let the public monitor
progress and whether smooth recovery of the disposal site is, in fact, being achieved, important infor-
mation on the operation of each process is made available. In addition, for the risk communication
with residents of the area, information such as the measurement data of exhaust gases from the melt-
ing/incineration processes, as well as the results of the environmental monitoring around Teshima Is-
land, are provided in real time to ensure health and to maintain living environment.

Key Words :illegally dumped wastes, melting, information disclosure system, security and
safety
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