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“ OccasionallyOwe hear reports of an upright or tower

silo containing a fire[ The majority of these silo fires are
slow smoldering ordeals that become a frustration to
farmers and fire fighters[] A few have resulted in raging
fires or explosions[d some with fire fighters being injured
or killedd”

(PB13070 OctD 19880 The University of Tennesseell
Agricultural Extension Service)

O
“ Spontaneous heating and combustion when suffi-
cient moisturel] oxygen and organic matter are present
together to support the growth of bacteria and moldsO
This growth results in an initial temperature peak of
54~65 O 0 When the forage reaches this temperature
rangel] a chemical process may occurll causing addi-
tional heat generation”

(Ontario State Ministry of Agriculture and FoodO
FactsheetlSilo and Hay Mow Fires on Your Farm[11993)

O

“ Bacteria and fungi break down the materialsC] and
heat is released which raised the temperature of the
piled This temperature-increasing mechanism continues
up to a temperature of about 80 00 Oat which point other
exothermic chemical process can take over( further in-
creasing the temperature of the pile]”

(Per Blomqvist™ Brand Posten” 0No.270p170Decl

2002)

fBrand Posten is issued by SP(Swedish National Testing and
Research Institute) staff.
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