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Abstract

Water Safety Plan (WSP) was newly introduced into the 31 edition of WHO Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality in
the process of the latest revision. HACCP (Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point) is a basic concept that underlies
the WSP, and is also known as product quality management method in the field of food and medical manufacturing
industries. At the amendments of Drinking Water Quality Standards in Japan, the HACCP concept is focused as an
adequate method to realize reasonable water quality management that cover a whole process of water supply systems in
a systematic way.

The purpose of this study is to investigate a practical procedure of introducing the HACCP into the water quality
management in Japan. Compared with conventional applications of the HACCP, 1) uncontrollable variation of raw water
quality, 2) continuous treatment and supply, and 3) numerous standards of water quality items, need to be considered.
The HACCP system is expected to realize quick response to water quality change and accidents and improvements of
accountability for consumers. Further developments of information tools and applications and verifications of effects of
the HACCP systems are the next steps for the dissemination of the HACCP.

Key Words: Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP), Water Safety Plan (WSP), water quality
management, hazard analysis, Critical Control Point (CCP)
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