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The Adoption of Micro Hydroelectric Power Generation
in Waterworks Bureau, City of Kawasaki
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Abstract

Hydraulic energy can be acquired also in Japan and is recyclable and clean energy with no release of carbon dioxide. Micro
hydroelectric power generation not over 1000kW is admitted by the RPS law which was constituted in May of 2002. In
waterworks, there is unused energy around the pipeline losing potential energy by pressure reducing valve, etc. And the
hydroelectric power generation by use of this unused energy was planned. This is the first attempt as the cooperative
venture for micro hydroelectric power generation by a local government and a private enterprise. By the plan, the power of
170kW will be generated by use of the head drop of 37.9m between Shiomidai water treatment plant and Sueyoshi
distribution reservoir. And the power of 160kW will be generated by use of the head drop of 18m between Nagasawa water
treatment plant and Saginuma distribution reservoir.
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